
In re U.S. Patent No. 6,868,802 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT 



Serial No. 10/602,913 



Inventor(s): Roger E. MCPHERSON et al 



Filed: June 24, 2003 



Issue Date: March 22, 2005 



Attorney Docket No. 006401.00396 



For: ANIMAL LITTER, PROCESS FOR PREPARING ANIMAL LITTER, AND METHOD OF 
REMOVAL OF ANIMAL WASTE 



Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 254 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.322, this is a request for the issuance of a 
Certificate of Correction in the above-identified patent. Two (2) copies of PTO Form 1050 are appended. 
The complete Certificate of Correction involves one page. 

The mistakes identified in the appended Form occurred through no fault of the Applicants, as 
clearly disclosed by the records of the application, which matured into this patent. Enclosed for your 
convenience are the relevant portions of the Specification filed June 24, 2003, the Information Disclosure 
Statement enclosed with the Office Action dated April 20, 2004, and the Amendment filed 
August 13,2004. 

Issuance of the Certificate of Correction containing the corrections is respectfully requested. 
Since these changes are necessitated through no fault of the Applicants, no fee is believed to be associated 
with this request. Nonetheless, should the Patent and Trademark Office determine that a fee is required, 
please charge our Deposit Account No. 19-0733. 



REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 

Randolph Building, Mail Stop: Certificate of Correction Branch 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, V A 223 14 



of Correction 




Sir: 



Respectfully submitted, 





1001 G Street, N.W. (1 1th Fl.) 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 824-3000 



Registration No. 37,354 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

PATENT NO. : 6,868,802 & T- 
DATED: March 22, 2005 

INVENTOR(S): Roger E. MCPHERSON et al 

It is certified that errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

On the Cover Page, References Cited (56), U.S. Patent Documents: 

Please replace "3,747,584 7/1 973 Bickoff et al." with 
-3,747,564 7/1973 Bockoff- 

In the Specification, Column 4, Line 15: 

Please replace "intra particle" with —intraparticle— 

In Column 10, Claim 1, Line 1 1 : 

Please replace "(ii)" with — (i)— 



Mailing Address of Sender: 

Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 
11th Floor 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001-4597 



U.S. PAT. NO 6,868,802 

No. of add'l copies 
@ $0.50 per page 

□ 



FORM PTO 1050(Rev.2-93) 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



PATENT NO.: 



6,868,802 0^ 



DATED: 



March 22, 2005 



INVENTOR(S): Roger E. MCPHERSON et al 

It is certified that errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

On the Cover Page, References Cited (56), U.S. Patent Documents: 

Please replace "3,747,584 7/1973 Bickoff et al." with 
-3,747,564 7/1973 Bockoff- 

In the Specification, Column 4, Line 15: 

Please replace "intra particle" with -intraparticle- 

In Column 10, Claim 1, Line 11: 

Please replace "(ii)" with -(i)— 



Mailing Address of Sender: U.S. PAT. NO 6,868,802 

Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. No. of add'l copies 



1 1th Floor 
1001 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001-4597 



@$0.50 per page 



□ 



FORM PTO 1050 (Rev.2-93) 



t 



Adoo aiaviivAV isaa 



i 

j 





h 3 "2 

■I "2 8' 

-If' § o < 





such as dogs. It is further believed that washing will 
reduce the level of flavor components in the grain-based 
substrate . 

The litter of the invention is in the form of 
discrete plural particles. . Preferably, the litter 
includes discrete plural particles of grain germ and seed 
meal in admixture, generally an intimate blend of the 
germ or other substrate and the seed meal and any other 
ingredients. In accordance with a preferred embodiment 
of the invention, the particles are in the form of 
compressed or compacted particles, i.e., in the form of 
granules. By "granules" is meant particles that are 
compressed or compacted, such as by a pelletizing, 
extrusion, or similar compacting step. Such compression 
or compacting of the particles is preferred, inasmuch as 
the intraparticle^ cohesion of the particles will be 
enhanced by such compacting or compressing step. In the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the granules are 
prepared by pelletizing the grain-based substrate in a 
pellet mill. The pellets prepared thereby are ground or 
crumbled to a granule size suitable for use as an animal 

litter. Preferably, the animal litter is in the form of 

i 

granules having a granule size ranging from about 4 to 
about 400 mesh (USS) ; more preferably, about 8 to about 
8 0 mesh; and most preferably about 14 to about 2 0 mesh. 
If the seed meal and grain based substrate are spent via 
solvent extraction, use of a lubricity agent such as corn 
oil may be necessary in the pelletizer, but such a 
lubricity agent ordinarily is not necessary if the 
ingredients are expeller extracted. In other embodiments 
of the invention, the litter is prepared by other 
compacting or compressing processes such as, for example, 
by extrusion of the grain-based substrate through a die 
and grinding of the extrudate to a suitable granule size. 
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Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed April 20, 2004, please enter the following 
response. The Examiner set a three-month period for response, thus making this Amendment 
due on or before July 20, 2004. It is believed that no additional fees are due in connection with 
this filing. However, if additional fees are due, the Office is authorized to charge such fees to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0733. Please amend the application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2 of this paper 



Group Art Unit 3644 
Examiner: Abbott 
Confirmation No. 2146 



Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 3 of this paper. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-35. Cancelled. 

36. (Currently Amended) The animal litt e r of claim 1 An animal litter in the form of 
discrete plural particles, each of said particles comprising a compacted mixture, said mixture 
comprising: 

(a) at least two cohesiveness agents in an amount effective to enhance the 
cohesiveness of the granules, wherein jjy/at least one of the cohesiveness agents 
comprises a polysaccharide, and (ii) at least one of the cohesiveness agents is an ionic 
salt; and 

(b) a corn-based liquid-absorbent substrate; 

wherein the particles agglomerate when wetted and wherein at least one 
component of said litter tends to mask ammonia odors , wherein the corn-based liquid- 
absorbent substrate is an expeller-extracted corn-based liquid absorbent. 
37-40. Cancelled. 

41. (Currently Amended) Th e method of claim 37 A method for removal of animal 
waste, comprising; 

(a) providing a container including an animal litter, said animal litter being in 
the form of discrete plural granules, each of said granules comprising a corn-based liquid- 
absorbent substrate and at least two cohesiveness agents in an amount effective to 
enhance 

the cohesiveness of the granules, wherein (0 at least one of the cohesiveness 
agents comprises a polysaccharide, and (ii) at least one of the cohesiveness agents is an 
ionic salt; and 

(b) allowing an animal to excrete waste into said container, whereby liquid 
from said waste causes agglomeration of at least a portion of said litter into at least one 
clump; and 

(c) removing at least one clump of agglomerated litter from said container, 
wherein the corn-based liquid-absorbent substrate is an expeller-extracted corn- 
based liquid-absorbent. 

42. Cancelled. 



